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Congratulations on your upcoming wedding!  This is an exciting time for both of you and 

we are pleased that you have decided to take this important step through our church.  As 

you begin your preparation for marriage, we want to provide you with an understanding of 

Christian marriage. 

 

At Farmington Lutheran Church, we hope that you are planning not only for your wedding 

but also, more importantly, for your marriage.  Of course, your wedding day is very impor-

tant.  But the wedding ceremony lasts less than an hour, while your marriage is intended to 

last a lifetime.  Accordingly, the commitment of Christian marriage presumes that the cou-

ple is actively pursuing a life of faith and that they desire to grow together in their union 

with God.  At Farmington Lutheran Church this means that the couples preparing for mar-

riage are expected to attend worship services regularly and to share in the life of the church.  

Our goal is for you to have a thriving Christian marriage. 

 

 

 

 

Anna Johnson 

Wedding Coordinator 

anna_marie_johnson@yahoo.com 

612.327.2662 

 

CHURCH OFFICE: 651.463.4100 

Phil Walen, Interim Senior Pastor – ext. 203 

Music Minister, Karissa Dennis – ext. 206 

Administrative Assistant, Susan Swenson – ext. 200 
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Church Regulations 

• The church is available for a four-hour time frame, which includes your wedding service. 

• Please understand that everyone in the wedding party and their guests should conduct 

themselves in a manner appropriate for a  church. 

• Please supervise children during the rehearsal and the day of the wedding. 

• All clothing and purses, etc. must be removed from the dressing area before the wedding 

party walks down the aisle.  It is the responsibility of the wedding party to arrange for the 

care of their property before, during and after the ceremony.  Leave all valuable personal 

belongings and gifts in the care of parents, friends, or attendants during the service.  The 

church is not responsible for lost or stolen articles. 

• The use of any tobacco products (smoking or chewing tobacco) is not permitted anywhere 

on the church property (includes grounds & building). 

• No alcoholic beverages may be consumed or served on the church property.  If alcohol is 

found on the premises or if any member of the wedding party shows signs of intoxication, 

the wedding may be delayed or indefinitely postponed. 

• No food or beverage is permitted in the Great Hall. A table will be set up in the hallway 

outside the kitchen for you to service food and beverages if requested. 

• No (real) flower petals may be dropped or thrown in the Great Hall or outside. 

• Rice may not be thrown after your wedding either inside or outside of the building.  You 

may instead use birdseed and/or bubbles outside of the church. 

• The church assumes no liability for items lost or stolen.  Please take all possessions with 

you after the service.  Please do not leave anything at the church when you leave for the re-

ception. 

• Cars will be towed at owner’s expense, if not removed after the service.  No cars are to be 

left in parking lot overnight. 
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Setting the Date 

Contact the church Administrative Assistant to request your preferred date for your wedding 

and wedding rehearsal at least six months prior to your desired date.  The wedding calendar 

and the church calendar will be checked before we can verify that the date you choose is 

available.  Out of consideration for Farmington Lutheran members, non-member weddings 

cannot be scheduled until 12 calendar months prior to the requested date. Schedule your 

wedding with the church before you schedule a location for your reception.  We cannot guar-

antee the availability of the church or pastoral staff for a specific date on which you have al-

ready booked a reception date.  If, in addition to the ceremony, you want to use the church 

facility for your reception, please notify us when you are requesting your wedding date (see 

fee schedule on page 11). 

 

A $100.00 non-refundable deposit will be required from both members and non-members 

to hold your wedding date on Farmington Lutheran’s calendar.  This deposit applies fully 

towards your fees for performing your wedding at Farmington Lutheran. 

 

Your status as member or non-member is determined at the time of “reserving the date” for 

example, if you reserve the church as a non-member, you will be responsible for non-member 

costs two weeks prior to your wedding date. 

 

Officiating Pastor 

If you have a preference of a particular pastor, please state so at the time you are scheduling 

your date with the church secretary.  The pastor will assist you in preparing your wedding 

service.  Please talk directly to the chosen officiating pastor if you wish to have other clergy 

participate in the wedding service. 
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PREPARE Inventory 

Upon confirming your wedding date and putting down a deposit with the church you will 

be meeting with the pastor and instructed how to complete the PREPARE Inventory. This 

survey will be taken by you and your fiancée online and  the survey results will be discussed 

as part of your marriage preparation with the pastor.  

 

Marriage Classes 

Prior to your wedding at Farmington Lutheran, MARRIAGE COURSES ARE NOT RE-

QUIRED. You are strongly encouraged for both of you to participate in a Marriage Prepara-

tion Class.  Please be advised that the State of Minnesota  offers a discount on a marriage 

license for couples who participate in a 12-hour marriage prep course. 

 

Current Marriage classes are offered at various locations around the metro area. Please dis-

cuss with wedding coordinator where you should contact to schedule a marriage class. 

 

Lutheran Social Services 

http://www.lssmn.org/counseling/marriage_workshop.htm 

 

Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekends 

http://ceemn.com/ 

 

Hosanna! Church 

http://www.hosannalc.org 

 

Marriage Class fees shall be handled with the institution or individual, based upon their 

fees. 



 

Page 6 

Music 

Please contact the music director as soon as you set your wedding date with the church.  

She will help you plan and select music for your ceremony.  Because the wedding service is 

an act of worship, it is important that the music reflects Christ’s love and presence within 

the ceremony and that high standards of quality be maintained.  All music selected must be 

approved by the Music Minister at least one month prior to the wedding. 

 

It is wise to schedule an appointment early, especially if you would like to hire other musi-

cians to play in addition to the piano and/or organ.  The services of another musician may 

only be used with the permission of the Music Minister. 

 

When considering what music to choose for your ceremony, the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of America sets forth the following guidelines. 

 

The Marriage Service is a service of worship, and the music therefore must be carefully and 

discriminatingly chosen.  It should embody high standards of quality and the texts should 

reflect the praise of God, the steadfast love of Christ for his church as the foundation and 

model for love and fidelity in marriage, the invocation of God’s presence and blessing. 

A number of musical options are possible before the entrance procession: solo, ensemble, or 

choral pieces; organ or other instrumental music; music using a combination of these media.  

Organ music may be based on hymn tunes used within the marriage service.  A printed 

folder helps to establish such themes and relationships for the congregation.  Instrumental 

music may be selected from chamber music literature or similar sources and should reflect 

the mood of joy and celebration in the service.  Voice(s) and instruments could be joined in 

solo or choral cantatas.  

Whenever music is employed in the service and by whatever instruments or voices, it should 

be of high quality and not cloud the mood of the service with triteness or sentimentality.  It 

should moreover be within the ability of the performers at hand to play or sing with assur-

ance. 

When organ processional music is desired, it might be in the form of a hymn-or-choral-

prelude based upon a hymn to be sung immediately after.  This plan also serves the function 

of introducing the hymn tune to the congregation. 
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Ordering of Programs 

Before placing the order to have your programs printed, have the rough draft reviewed by 

the officiating pastor first.  You should have the programs printed at least two weeks prior to 

your wedding date in case there are any mistakes that need to be corrected.  This service is 

not provided by the church but the wedding coordinator can be of assistance for resources 

to prepare them if needed. 

Purchase of Marriage License 

You should purchase your marriage license at least ten days but not more than six months 

prior to the wedding date.  (This is based on laws currently in place at the time of writing.)  

This license can be purchased at any state or local county office.  There is a fee for this li-

cense.  This license must be given to the officiating pastor at the rehearsal.  Without a valid 

marriage license the pastor cannot perform the wedding.  On the day of the wedding the 

pastor will arrange a time for your Best Man and Maid of Honor to sign the license. 

 

 

Planning Your Rehearsal 

A time will be decided for the rehearsal when you meet with the wedding coordinator. Re-

hearsals are usually held the day or evening before the wedding.  All members of the wed-

ding party should attend as well as the parents of the bride and groom.  All children at the 

rehearsal, as well as those present at the church during the day of the wedding must be su-

pervised. 

 

When choosing ushers it is recommended that you appoint two ushers for every 100 guests 

you expect to attend your wedding service.  They will primarily be responsible to distribute 

programs, seat guests, after the service usher out the guests, and pick up belongings left be-

hind in the Great Hall. 

 

To properly plan for your rehearsal dinner allow for one hour at the church for rehearsal 

and then remember travel time afterwards. 
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The Wedding Service 

Your wedding service is first of all, a service of worship.  It is more than an expression and 

celebration of your love for one another.  We worship God, who brings you together and 

gives you blessings of love and commitment.  The music, text, vows, and the shape of the ser-

vice itself reflect the celebration of God’s love.  The guests you have invited are participants 

in worship, as well as witnesses of your marriage.  We will help you put together a service 

that honors the sacredness of this celebration.  (Please note that the Great Hall seats up to 

450 guests.) 

Sample Wedding Service 

Prelude (organ, instrumental music) 

Procession (organ, instrumental or congregational hymn) 

The Greeting 

Prayer of the Day 

Hymn or Solo (optional) 

Lessons (one or two scriptural passages may be read here) 

Sermon (optional) 

Hymn or Solo (optional) 

The Exchange of Vows and Rings 

Pronouncement of Marriage 

The Blessing 

The Lighting of the Unity Candle (optional) 

Hymn or Solo (option - during the lighting of the unity candle) 

Blessing by parents and wedding party (optional) 

The Prayers 

The Lord's Prayer 

The Benediction 

Introduction of the Couple (optional) 

Recession (organ, instrumental or congregational hymn) 
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Suggested Scripture Readings 

Usually, two scripture lessons are read during the wedding service. You may choose to have 

more or less.  The following is a list of scripture passages couples frequently ask to have read. 

It is not meant to be  exhaustive, merely to stimulate your thinking. 

 

Old Testament Readings:  

Genesis 1:26-31 Male and female created by God 

Genesis 2:18-24 God creates man and woman 

Genesis 24:48-51,58-67 Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah 

Ruth 1:16-17 "Do not press me to leave you" 

Song of Solomon 2:10-13 Love in the Spring 

Song of Solomon 5:16 What my lover is like 

Song of Solomon 8:7 Unquenchable love 

Isaiah 61:10-11 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord 

Isaiah 63:7-9 The steadfast love of God 

Jeremiah 32:38-41 God's faithfulness 

Jeremiah 33:11 The voice…of gladness 

Psalms: 29, 33, 34, 63, 100, 117, 127, 128, 136, 150 

Hosea 2:19-20 "And I will take you for my wife forever" 

 

The Gospels: 

Matthew 19:4-6 Faithfulness in marriage 

John 2:1-10 The Wedding at Cana 

John 15:9-12 Love one another 

John 17:22-23 Christ's prayer for love and unity 

 

You may select a reading from each category if you choose. The order of worship indicates 

that at least one lesson should be read. In addition to readings from the Bible, a selection 

from a secular source maybe used if it is in harmony with the spirit of a Christian Worship 

service and with the biblical understanding of marriage. Be especially careful with poetry. 

Many love poems are personal and private expressions not appropriate for public reading at 

a wedding. 

New Testament Letters: 

Romans 12:1-2 A living offering 

I Corinthians 7:1-7 Marital duties of husband & wife 

I Corinthians 12:31-13:13 The song of God's love 

Ephesians 5:21-33 Marriage and the church 

Colossians 3:12-17 Live in love and thanksgiving 

Philippians 2:5-11 Attitudes to build a marriage 

I John 3:16; 4:7-19 Teaching on love 
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Sample Vows 

1. I take you, ________________ to be my wife/husband, from this day forward, 

to join with you and share all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you 

until death parts us. (Printed in Lutheran Book of Worship) 

2. I take you, ________________ to be my wife/husband, and these things I 

promise you: I will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect, trust, help and care 

for you; I will share my life with you; I will forgive you as we have been forgiven; and I will 

try with you better to understand ourselves, the world and God; through the best and worst 

of what is to come until death parts us. 

3. I take you, ________________ to be my wife/husband, I promise before God and these 

witnesses to be your faithful husband/wife, to share with you in plenty and in want, in joy 

and in sorrow, in sickness and in health, to forgive and strengthen you, and to join with you 

so that together we may serve God and others as long as we both shall live. 

4. _________________, I take you to be my wife/husband, from this time onward, to join 

with you and to share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and to listen, to in-

spire and to respond, and in all circumstances of our life together to be loyal to you with my 

whole life and with all my being until death parts us. 

 

You may wish to write your own vows. They should be consistent with the biblical under-

standing of marriage and should make clear that the promises are a life-long commitment. 

The pastor must approve the wording you choose if it is not a form found in the Lutheran 

Book of Worship or this booklet, since it is the pastor who, as a representative of the Church, 

must certify that a marriage has taken place. If you write your own vows, be careful not to 

promise the impossible. The vows printed above may serve as a good outline for the writing 

of your own promises. 
 

Communion 

If you choose to have the sacrament of Holy Communion as a part of the service, it can be 

offered in a number of ways, please discuss this with the pastor when planning your service. 

 

Unity Candle 

A symbolic item in the wedding service is the lighting of the marriage candle (or unity can-

dle) by the bride and groom.  This is an optional event during the worship service.  A candle-

holder and stand are available for this purpose and will be furnished, if so marked on your 

Wedding Information Sheet.   We have oil candles for the stand, so you do not have to pur-

chase regular candles for this. 
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Receiving Your Guests 

As guests arrive, greeters may be positioned at the front doors of the Gathering Area to pro-

vide a warm welcome.  The greeters’ may help your guests in locating the Guest Book, assist 

with gifts, and direct guests to the Great Hall and/or the Family Worship Room, if neces-

sary. If gifts are brought to the church, the church assumes no responsibility for them.  

Someone should be in charge of them at all times. 

There is a Family Worship Room (Cry room) available for families with young children. 

Photography 

It is suggested that posing for pictures be done in the Great Hall before the guests arrive.  

This permits the wedding party to join their guests at the reception without long delays.  The 

photographer should be informed that no flash pictures may be taken during the time of the 

wedding service itself. All photography should be completed 30 minutes prior to the cere-

mony. 

 

We welcome the use of video cameras during the wedding service.  However, no video cam-

era operators will be permitted to move about the Great Hall during the ceremony. Instead, 

video cameras may be set up in an inconspicuous place and left running during the cere-

mony.  Discuss with the wedding coordinator the best location for a video camera.  Profes-

sional videographers should contact the church for a preparatory consultation well before 

the wedding date. 

 

Dressing Rooms 

The Art Room (classroom 154) is reserved for the women to prepare for the service. 

The Youth Room is reserved for the men to prepare for the service. 

A bathroom are located in the hallway between these rooms or at the end of the hall as well. 

 

Sound Tech/Projector Operator 

Operator needs two week notice if you are bringing in your own musicians or slide/video 

presentation to make sure all technical aspects work and are set up properly prior to the wed-

ding service.  The wedding coordinator will arrange to have a sound technician at your ser-

vice for music and the minister. 
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Decoration of the Church 

Floral/Decor Arrangements 

Florists should contact the wedding coordinator or person in charge about placement of flo-

ral arrangements.  Church furnishings may not be removed for weddings; liturgical para-

ments are determined by the seasonal directives and cannot be changed for weddings. 

No tacks, nails, tape, staples, etc. are to be used in placing decorations that will mar the 

woodwork, walls, glass or floor.  Use of candles must be approved and protected from any 

damage to floors or furniture. 

Advise your florist that they must contact the church to set up a time when the church will 

be open for deliveries and set-up.  Liners for the brass altar vases are available.  These must 

be left at the church when the flowers are removed.  Flowers may be left for the Worship 

Service on the following Sunday and an announcement will be made in the bulletin of your 

wedding.  Please notify the wedding coordinator of your intentions. 

 

Aisle Runner (45 feet) 

When an aisle runner is used, it should be extended out to the back row, prior to the wed-

ding and taped down.  A braided cord can then be placed across the center aisle to prevent 

guests from walking on the runner before the service.  Therefore, guests will need to be 

seated by way of the side aisles. 

 

The Reception 

The Gathering Area at Farmington Lutheran is available to you for your reception, if you 

desire.  Please let us know if you would like to use the kitchen at the time of scheduling your 

wedding (see costs sheet).  Receptions are usually professionally catered by local businesses.  

Dishes, silverware, cups, glasses and coffee makers are provided.  The caterers usually pro-

vide silver serving sets and punchbowls.  The church does not supply these.  Most caterers 

do not supply tablecloths (except for the serving table).  If the bride and groom wish to use 

tablecloths, they must provide them.  Friends and family may also cater receptions.  The 

Gathering Area has a comfortable seating capacity of 150.  A person from the Fellowship & 

Service Committee must be in attendance during the reception but are not expected to serve 

your reception.  This is contingent upon his/her availability. 
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Fee Schedule  

The $100.00 non-refundable deposit is required to hold your scheduled wedding date. The 

remainder of the Great Hall rental (if any) and all other fees (such as Music Director, Custo-

dian, Sound Tech, Projector Tech & Clergy) should be paid in the office two weeks prior to 

your wedding date.  Checks are made directly to the church and a fee summary will be pro-

vided to you a week before monies are due. Fee for use of the facility should be made to 

Farmington Lutheran Church.   

Services Member Non- Member 

Non-Refundable Deposit– Applied to Total Charges 

  

$100 $100 

Great Hall Rental (4-hour church usage includes ceremony) 

  

$100 $500 

Organist/Pianist for the Wedding Ceremony 

Includes a 1-hour consultation to choose music and ½ hour re-

hearsal with soloist before wedding) 

Additional services that may be contracted: 

  - Wedding Rehearsal 

  - Additional rehearsal with Soloist 

   - Vocalist Soloist 

   - Add’l music for ceremonies where guests are  

    dismissed by rows and postlude music is 

    longer than 10 minutes 

  

$200 

  

$80 

$80 

$100 

$50 

  

$250 

  

$80 

$80 

$100 

$50 

Reception (Gathering Area & Kitchen Rental)  

**Plus fee for church representative to oversee 

   use of  kitchen—Price To Be Determined 

  

$100** $400** 

Custodial Fee: 

              -  Without reception 

              -  With Reception 

  

  

$100 

$150 

  

$150 

$200 

Sound Technician 

  

$50 $75 

Projector Operator 

  

$75 $75 

Clergy 

  

$200 $250 

FLC Wedding Coordinator $150 $150 



Thank you for choosing Farmington Lutheran Church for your 

wedding.  Should you have any questions regarding these policies or 

any other areas of concern, please feel free to call.  We want to make 

your day all that it can be.  May God bless you as you make plans for 

your wedding and for the establishment of your home. 

 

         Farmington Lutheran Church Staff 


